Genetic Birth Defects Research 

Project & Presentation
1. Select a birth defect from the list below. One topic per class. 

· PKU

· [image: image1.jpg]


Sickle Cell Anemia

· Spina Bifida

· Autism

· Cleft palate

· Tay-Sachs Disease
· Muscular Dystrophy

· Down Syndrome

· Cystic Fibrosis

· Cerebral Palsy

· Color Blindness

· Huntington’s Disease

· Hemophilia

· Marfan Syndrome

· Thalassemia

· Toxoplasmosis

2. Research the birth defect answering the following questions. Please research each question in depth so you can answer questions. 

· Definition 

· Cause

· Statistics of how many babies are born with it

· Characteristics & symptoms with pictures

· How is it detected?

· When is the birth defect detected? Before birth? After birth?

· Is there a treatment for the birth defect?

· Is there a cure for the birth defect?

· What are the long term effects of the birth defect on the person?

3. Keep track of your sources and cite them in MLA format.

· www.noodletools.com 
· Suggested Birth Defect Websites:
· National Library of Medicine: http://ghr.hlm.nih.gov  click 

· Center for Disease control & Prevention www.cdc.gov  search for specific defect in search bar

· March of Dimes www.marchofdimes.com  on the left under “your healthy pregnancy” click birth defects 

· Pictures of some birth defects: http://medgen.genetics.utah.edu/  

· University of Kansas: http://www.kumc.edu/gec/support/  will give you birth defect’s support group/organization’s page. 
4. Create a PowerPoint presentation on the birth defect. 

· Include a slide for each of the questions above minimally 

· All text in PowerPoint is in your own words- DO NOT COPY & PASTE

· Include relevant pictures with your slides

· Proof read your slides for spelling/grammar errors

· Make sure slides are easy to see and read

5. Create a student activity to go with your presentation. 

· Suggestions: pre-quiz, worksheet, quiz, fill in notes, article to read, etc. 

· All of the answers to the questions must be covered in the PowerPoint presentation. 

· Please turn the student activity in at least one day prior to your presentation so I can make copies. 

6. Present & teach the class about the birth defect you researched. Give them your student activity to complete. 

· Use eye contact

· Practice what you are going to say ahead of time

· Dress neatly

· Speak loud enough so everyone can hear

· Start off with a catchy introduction that draws your audience in 

· Finish strong with a conclusion that summarizes your main points
7. Evaluate your project by grading yourself and your partner on your project and presentation. 







