Birth Defects Test

Given the description, write the birth defect
1. This birth defect is characterized by the inability to process and use a specific protein.
2. This is when malformed red blood cells interfere with the supply of oxygen. 

3. Incompletely formed spinal cord causes partial paralysis. 
4. This birth defect is characterized by the inability to process and use fats.
5. This type of birth defect is a type of motor system disorder. 
6.  Resulting from a gap, this birth defect causes problems with eating, swallowing, speech, and appearance. 

7. _______ is a functional defect that involves the respiratory and digestive systems. 

8. The characteristics of this birth defect are Mental retardation, delayed development, heart defects, and other characteristics. 

9. This birth defect is characterized by progressive weakness and shrinking of the muscles.
Match the birth defect with the cure and/or treatment


10. PKU
11. Down Syndrome
12. Muscular Dystrophy
13. Spina Bifida
14. Cleft Pallet/Cleft Lip
15. Sickle Cell

16. Tay-Sachs

17. Cystic Fibrosis

18. Cerebral Palsy 
Short Answer Questions: 
19. List the birth defects that can be detected by amniocentesis 
20. This is the only birth defect we studied that was fatal by ages 2-3. 

21. This birth defect is a result of too many 21st chromosomes

22. This birth defect is sex-linked and only effects males

23. This birth defect is not genetic but caused by brain damage before or after birth. 

24. The way a baby is tested for this birth defect is by a prick on the heel blood sample

25. What is the specific vitamin that is lacking in a mom’s diet that can cause spina bifida and possibly cleft pallet?  A. Vitamin B   B. Vitamin A   C. Folic Acid     D. Magnesium 
26. List the recessive birth defects

27. Tell me three things that you studied that wasn’t on this test (EXTRA CREDIT)

28. List three environmentally caused birth defects

On my honor, I have not given or received help on this test: _____________________________

There is no known cure or treatment 


Special schooling/classes, therapy


Lung exercises, breathing tubes/oxygen


Plastic surgery 


Brain damage is irreversible but physical therapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy, surgery, and medication are treatments


Corrective back surgery


Vitamins like iron and medication can treat symptoms. No cure. 


Special Diet. No cure 











